
Mystery object

We have become accustomed to this winter’s
storms, taking them in our stride until the item
pictured below was washed up on Elmer Beach. 

The AGM took place on 23rd March with an encouraging turnout of residents. Full minutes of the meeting
are to be found on the Southdean Estate website, however a summary of key points discussed is provided
below.

The Chair began his report by commemorating the contribution of Keith Jordan who died in late December.
Keith and Charlie, his constant canine companion, were well known: everyone enjoyed stopping for a chat
with Keith whilst he was out and about but also looked forward to Charlie’s Christmas letter. Keith had been
an active member of the the Estate Committee for many years and this was commended by the Chair.

Road maintenance this year has centred on Rose Avenue where resurfacing has taken place from the
junction with Elmer Road to just beyond the entrance to Tuscan Avenue. Drainage gullies, including those in
the church car park, were cleaned twice in 2024/25.

The Treasurer reported that an estimate had been sought for the resurfacing of the estate roads and this
came in at £110,000. The company reported that the roads were generally in a good state of repair and may
go on beyond the twenty year expectation. It was agreed that the road rates with be increased to £140 for
2026.

Re-election of the current officers took place en-block.

The Reverend Trevor Marshall from St Nicholas Church introduced himself at the end of the meeting and
encouraged estate members to attend social events at the church.

 

We have all enjoyed the luxury of two Bank Holidays with weather that has allowed us to get out
and about. There has been a lot going on in the local area from the Arundel Tulip festival to
celebrations of the 80  anniversary of VE day. The South Coast was a critical part of the
preparations for D-Day and contributed a great deal to the efforts to bring the war in Europe to a
just conclusion. Many people will have family memories from this time but in this issue we feature
a story with a direct link between the Southdean Estate and those members of the forces billeted
here. In this issue we also provide a summary of the business of the AGM and some background
to L’arche, Bognor, the charity we are currently supporting.
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 The reality of war

L ’Arche consists  of  near ly  160 communit ies ,  present  in 37 countr ies  around the wor ld .  Each community is  rooted in
i ts  local  environment and at  the same t ime bears  wi tness to the universa l  character  of  the l ived exper ience of
L ’Arche.  The organisat ion a ims ‘ to  provide except ional  learning disabi l i ty  support  for  adul ts ,  focusing on inc lusive
community ,  mutual  re lat ionships and re lat ional  care ’ .  L ’arche Bognor is  a  part  of  th is  specia l  organisat ion.  They
support  approximately  25 adul ts ,  some of  whom choose to l ive in their  own f la t ,  others  preferr ing to share their
home with one or  more housemates who have a learning disabi l i ty  and sometimes with the support  of
ass is tants .Two years  ago the Southdean Estate ’s  commit tee chose L ’arche Bognor as  a  local  char i ty  to support  wi th
any monies made through our socia l  act iv i t ies .  L ike many char i t ies ,  L ’arche has suf fered in the current  economic
environment and our donat ion ,  a l though re lat ive ly  smal l ,  i s  a  huge help to them in del iver ing the care needed by
i ts  community .
Spencer Aubrey ,  Chair ,  and Wendy Gri f f i ths ,  commit tee member ,  jo ined res idents  for  a  cof fee morning and
presented a cheque for  £422 .70 ra ised in last  year ’s  events .  They received a warm welcome from the members of
the community who were keen to chat  about  their  l i fe  at  L ’arche.  The staf f  are keen to s trengthen l inks wi th the
estate and Matthew,  p ictured above ,  wi l l  be jo ining us for  our  beach c lean in May.  
We would l ike to thank a l l  the res idents  who have supported our char i ty  events  over  the last  year  and made i t
possib le for  us to help such a wonderful  char i ty .
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Future Events

Beach Clean
 18  May at 10.00th

Meet at top of
Southdean Drive

twitten

Summer B-B-Q
26  July TBCth

L’arche, Bognor Regis

Not everyone wi l l  be aware of  the Southdean Estate ’s  ‘host ing ’  ro le  in World War I I .  From 1942 onwards ,  hundreds of  Canadian t roops were bi l le ted
in empty hol iday homes across the estate and a long the Sussex coast .  One of  those hol iday homes was the then recent ly  bui l t  ‘Breezeway ’ ,  a t  the
bottom of  Southdean Drive and adjacent  to the twi t ten .  The house was commandeered by the War Ministry  and played host  to a  number of
Canadian t roops .  We know because Breezeway has never  been outs ide of  my fami ly ’s  ownership s ince i t  was bui l t  in  1936 .  
Three years  ago we embarked on Breezeway ’s  second major  refurbishment .  This  la test  renovat ion inc luded remodel l ing of  the ground f loor  to
create a  s ingle open plan layout .  As part  of  the pro ject ,  a l l  the or ig inal  cei l ings were pul led down to a l low for  rewir ing and replumbing.  As the
lathe and plaster  fe l l  to  the ground ,  a  number of  other  i tems a lso f loated down from under the bedroom above.  Two i tems were Canadian c igaret te
packets  and the third and fourth were a  US c igaret te  packet  and a handwri t ten let ter  f rom the Uni ted States enclosed in i ts  or ig inal  envelope.  The
let ter  was addressed to a  Sergeant  James Jesse ,  date s tamped Ohio ,  March 1944 and or ig inal ly  sent  to an American forces post  d is t r ibut ion centre
in New York .  The let ter  was f rom James ’  mother ,  Vio let ,  and gave news of  a l l  the fami ly ,  as  wel l  as  expressing concern that  they had not  heard f rom
James for  so many months .  
The let ter  was headed with the fami ly ’s  fu l l  address .  Sadly ,  the fami ly  no longer res ided in the house.  However ,  determined to f ind out  what
happened to Sergeant  Jesse ,  a  ca l l  to  an amateur genealogist  f r iend in Canada paid div idends .  Af ter  just  a  few days she returned with a  s tack of
informat ion.
This  conf i rmed that  James did leave Breezeway to take part  in  the Normandy landings in June 1944 .  Indeed ,  he landed with the US 120  Army
Infantry at  probably the most  per i lous locat ion – Omaha Beach ,  in  the south east  corner  of  the Cherbourg peninsula .  However ,  short ly  af terwards a
local  press cut t ing in Ohio reports  him as being ‘miss ing in act ion ’ .  But  here is  the good news.  Later  records show that  he was a l ive and is
inc luded on a passenger l is t  of  returning t roops to New York dated October 1945 .  In  fact ,  James had been wounded twice and was la ter  decorated
with the Bronze Star  and Purple Heart  for  bravery in act ion.  He got  marr ied and my genealogist  f r iend was able to supply a  news cut t ing
photograph of  his  wedding(below) .  She a lso found out  that  he and his  wi fe  had seven chi ldren ,  s ix  g i r ls  and a boy.  James died in 2009.
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With the help of  Google I  made contact  wi th his  son ,  James ‘Chip ’  Jesse .  A quick Facebook message brought  a  response af ter  a  couple of  days .
“Hey-that  was my dad! ” .  
At  last  my quest  was complete .  His  son ,  Chip ,  made the comment that  his  dad never  rea l ly  ta lked about  the war -  just  about  the wonderful
camarader ie amongst  the t roops .  Subsequent  to my te lephone chat  wi th Chip I  was able to send him pictures of  how Breezeway looked in 1944 wi th
an arrow point ing to the bedroom his  fa ther  occupied plus ,  of  course ,  the or ig inal  le t ter  wr i t ten by his  grandmother together  wi th the c igaret te
pack!  
David Paul  (current  owner Breezeway)
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SPENCER AUBREY PRESENTS THE
CHEQUE TO A L ’ARCHE RESIDENT

Sgt. Jesse’s wedding day Breezeway 1944Extract from the letter 


